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Dear James 
 
Thank you for your letter of 12 November in response to my letter of 20 October.  I look 
forward to discussing the regulations seeking the Parliament’s approval for a 12 month delay 
to the fire and smoke alarm standard on 16 December. 
 
On a practical matter, at the meeting of the Committee I have two related instruments for 
your consideration as the core change requires us to include a consequential change in a 
separate instrument. With the Committee’s permission, I propose to speak to both 
instruments together. 
 
Ahead of the session, I also wanted to set out answers to the queries raised in your letter 
which I hope will be helpful to members for their consideration of the regulations.   
 
Firstly I wish to assure you that lessons have indeed been learned from the incident of the 
Scottish Government logo being used in an AICO marketing campaign.  On becoming aware 
of the matter, swift action was taken to clarify the situation and request removal of the logo 
from the material and additionally I sought assurances from my officials that the matter would 
be thoroughly investigated and lessons learned. In response, additional clarity on internal 
procedures and processes has been set out and strengthened guidance has been 
developed around the correct protocols in seeking Ministerial clearances for use of the 
Scottish Government logo.   
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With regard to awareness raising activity originally planned to publicise the changes, I 
appreciate your recognition of the particularly challenging nature of recent months and would 
highlight that the response to Coronavirus has absolutely taken precedence in the Scottish 
Government’s work since March this year. Some parts of our original plans – such as 
working with Scottish Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS) on awareness raising through their 
Home Fire Safety Visits and social media activity and updates to the core information on the 
Scottish Government website – have been possible to progress. However, regrettably, other 
elements of our planned activity for this year was impacted significantly by COVID-19 and 
the required response. It was right that the attention of the Scottish Government was 
directed to the immediate concerns facing the housing sector through the course of the 
lockdown and as we sought to restart housing services and lettings across the rented sector, 
and to support tenants and homeowners. Our difficulty in progressing planned 
communications, combined with the practical difficulties faced by home owners – and some 
social landlords – in having an appropriate alarm fitted creates the circumstance in which I 
consider a delay to the implementation of the new standard to be the appropriate course of 
action and I appreciate your indication that you understand this reasoning. 
 
I agree entirely that steps to ensure good public understanding of the new rules are essential 
and my officials have now restarted the work to agree and deliver comprehensive plans for 
making sure this comes about.  This will involve, action across areas including awareness 
raising and communications; information and advice; direct support to make changes and 
signposting to services. To ensure this is effective we will be continuing to work with key 
partners and stakeholders including SFRS and COSLA to maximise impact of our work 
before the new deadline. 
 
I am aware of the importance of ensuring people are clear on the statutory obligations that 
the regulations will set.  As with other housing standards that are contained in the tolerable 
standard, the legal duty rests with the local authority to ensure homes in its area are meeting 
the standard.  Homes that don’t have the right alarms will clearly not be meeting the safety 
standards, but home owners will not be breaking the law if they are not able to comply. 
Whilst the legislation does not create a direct duty on home owners, in practice it will be the 
responsibility of the homeowner to meet the new fire and carbon monoxide alarm standard.  
As local authorities are required to have a strategy for ensuring compliance with the tolerable 
standard within a reasonable period, they have a wide range of discretionary powers to 
assist home owners and, where necessary and appropriate, to require owners to carry out 
work to improve substandard homes. I would expect any action taken by a local authority 
should be proportionate.  
 
The Scheme of Assistance offers assistance for home owners who need to carry out repairs 
to their homes. The assistance is provided by Local Authorities and can include advice and 
guidance, practical help, or through financial assistance by way of grants or loans. Local 
authorities are best placed to decide how best to use local resources. I understand why there 
are concerns about the significant differences in the help people can get depending on 
where they live.  I have said before that I cannot direct local authorities on their approaches 
to supporting householders in their area but I do expect local authorities to make appropriate 
use of all their discretionary powers to offer appropriate support.    
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As I set out in my 20 October letter, the Scottish Government has, so far, provided additional 
funding in the region of £1m to the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service to enable the provision 
of alarms which meet the improved standard during their Home Fire Safety Visit in owner 
occupier properties assessed to be at high risk from fire.  Through that funding, SFRS have 
purchased detectors to fit in 10,000 homes as part of its Home Safety Visits.   
  
SFRS have continued Home Fire Safety Visits on the basis of a risk assessment and to 
comply with COVID-19 restrictions to keep the public and SFRS personnel safe. The current 
position is that SFRS are currently carrying out Home Fire Safety Visits to those assessed as 
being at high risk from fire.    
 
A questionnaire that can be delivered over the phone to give householders fire safety advice 
has also been developed and is in use. An online assessment has been developed for 
people who are at medium or low risk of fire to complete to receive bespoke advice on 
improving fire safety, including on smoke and heat detectors and details of the new 
standards.  
 
Going forward, we are continuing to work with SFRS to ensure the right advice and 
information is provided to householders on improving fire safety in their home. This will be 
taken forwards as part of the shared work programme described above. 
 
I am aware that the associated cost to home owners for the installation of the required fire 
and carbon monoxide detectors has also raised concern. We estimate that the average cost 
will be in the region of £200 based on the type of alarms (tamper proof long-life lithium 
battery alarms) which a householder can install themselves. Mains-wired alarms are also 
available and are generally cheaper to purchase than the tamper proof long-life battery 
alarms, but they should be installed by a qualified electrician in accordance with BS7671 
which will carry a cost. Both types of alarm are widely available in general hardware outlets 
and online. 
 
I trust that this additional information is useful in advance of our session next week and look 
forward to that opportunity to further explore the issues and set out forward looking plan to 
bring about this important progression in home fire safety, balanced against the challenges 
inherent in the current pandemic situation. 
 
Kind regards 

 
 
KEVIN STEWART 
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